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and other neighbouring states. The product of this tree is known
as Ceara rubber and realizes an inferior price owing to the frequent
presence of moisture and of impurities such as sand incidental to
its collection. The second, mangabeira, also grows on lands above
the coastal margin, but more particularly on the chains in the
interior of all the north-eastern region down to Bahia, in which
state there are also plantations of mangabeira trees. The
industry of collecting the latex from both these kinds of trees
has suffeied in common with the whole rubber industry of South
America, and it does not now amount to much importance in the
economic life of the regions affected.

The trade of this whole north-eastern angle of South America
is concentrated largely in some half-dozen ports along the coast,
among which Bahia (S. Salvador), Pernambuco, and S. Luis in
Maranhao are the chief, followed in order of importance by
Parahyba, Fortaleza, Natal and Maceio. These ports serve both
the plantation areas along the coastal lowlands where sugar,
cacao, coffee and rice are grown, as well as the interior. In
general there is a deficiency of good harbours between S. Salvador
and S. Luis owing partly to the unbroken nature of the coast,
partly to the fact that at the mouths of the rivers there are few
good estuaries, and partly also to the fact that a reef of coral
limestone lies close to the shore of the three north-eastern states.
Exposed as the coasts are to the north-east and south-east trades,
ample protection is necessary for shipping if goods are to be
handled expeditiously, and in the absence of natural havens it
is difficult to construct sufficiently sheltered and enduring
artificial ones.

Coastal steamers of various lines, in particular of the Lloyd
Brasiliero, make regular calls at the above-mentioned ports, but
foreign ocean-going vessels use only two of them as a rule, namely
Pernambuco and S. Salvador. In spite of its nearness to the
great highways of commerce on the Atlantic, the region as a
whole remains somewhat cut off from the outside world.

With regard to internal communication the North-East suffers
from the scarcity and the poorness of its navigable rivers. The
Sao Francisco is accessible to sea-going vessels only as far as
Penedo, and beyond that to river craft only as far as Piranhas.
The Parahyba River is ascended with difficulty up to the town
of Parahyba 15 miles from the mouth. All the rivers entering
the sea along the north coast in Rio Grande do Norte and Ceara,
with the exception of the Assu, either have sandbars at their
mouths or dry up during part of the year. The Parnahyba
ends in a large delta in which only the western branch of the
river offers accommodation for shipping, and that indifferent, at